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Program Information

Mission Statement
W.O.W. National Outdoor Recreation and Conservation School is designed to teach participants how to enjoy a wide range of outdoor recreation activities while practicing personal safety and outdoor responsibility.  Each W.O.W. course will include an outdoor skill, conservation, safety and ethics component.

General Information
W.O.W. School is designed as an annual event and offers a comprehensive educational program through selected courses and workshops.  Some courses are designed to provide a complete range of instruction, while others deal with only one topic.  Each year the program will vary depending on requests and previous participation.

Location
W.O.W. National Outdoor Recreation and Conservation School will be held April 29th-30th 2011 at Philips Lake Park and Rock Bridge State Park in Columbia, Missouri.  

Registration
Registration fees are $30 per person or $60 per family of four and will cover instruction, use of some equipment and a WOW t-shirt. A family is defined as 2 adults and 2 children or 1 adult and 3 children. Each additional participant will cost $15. Individual classes can be taken at a rate of $15/class. Transportation is not included for participants. 

1. Complete a registration form (one per person please). Indicate first, second and third choice of classes - this is very important!  If you do not indicate alternate choices, your registration will be placed at the bottom of all the other registrations received on that particular date.  At that point, every attempt will be made to contact you; however, if you are unable to be reached, your registration will not be processed until proper contact has been made.

2. Enclose payment in full; make check payable to W.O.W. School.

3. Sign and enclose the W.O.W. liability/photo release form.

Please note:  The deadline for registration is April 15, 2011.  If any of the documents are not received, your registration will not be processed.

Mail registration materials and payments to:

Wonders of Wildlife 

Attn: W.O.W. School Columbia

500 W. Sunshine

Springfield, MO 65807 

Program Changes
Organizers reserve the right to cancel, reschedule or relocate any proposed offering without prior notice. Insufficient enrollment or emergency cancellations by the instructor are examples of why a program could be cancelled. Organizers also reserve the right to substitute instructors if necessary.
Cancellation Policy
Cancellation and refund requests must be submitted in writing to W.O.W. School, prior to Friday, April 15th.  All refunds are subject to a $10 nonrefundable service fee.  Absolutely no refunds will be given after Friday, April 15th.  When/if applicable, refunds will be processed after a three-week (minimum) waiting period. 

Age Requirements
Participants must be thirteen (13) years of age or older to attend W.O.W. School classes.  Kids Camp is provided for children age 4-8 years.  The Young Adventurers program is offered for children age 9-12 years.  All individuals who attend the W.O.W. program must be registered.  WOW is not conducive for children under the age of 4.

Confirmation Letter
Participants will receive a confirmation letter after registration has been completed (please allow several weeks for processing). The letter will provide a list of classes in which the participant has successfully been enrolled, any special instructions for the course (including clothing or equipment needs), directions to Philips Lake Park and Rock Bridge State Park, camping and special event information. The confirmation letter is meant to ensure participants are aware of their responsibilities and expectations before arriving at W.O.W. 

Transportation
Individuals are responsible for their own transportation to classes and program activities. You will receive detailed information regarding off-site courses in the confirmation letter. 

Physical Activity Guide
To help participants anticipate each course and know what physical requirements to expect of each course, a physical activity rating system has been created. Listed in the course catalog, you will find a physical level rating for each course.

· Low - Requires minimal physical skills/endurance

· Moderate - Requires moderate physical skills/endurance
 

· High - Requires high levels of physical skills/endurance

Special Needs
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, W.O.W. will make all reasonable efforts to accommodate persons with special needs. Please enclose a letter with your registration form stating any special needs you may have.

Financial Assistance is Available!

Financial assistance for registration will be available for Missouri residents who are in need.  For more information call Misty Mitchell at (417) 225-1118. 

Meals
Dinner on Friday as well as breakfast and lunch on Saturday are included with registration.  All other meals are the responsibility of participants.  Please enclose a letter with your registration form stating any special dietary restrictions you or members of your party may have.  We will do our best to accommodate you and make alternative arrangements.
Camping
Camping will be available to participants for tent camping only.  Camping will be primitive as there are no electrical hook-ups. We ask that you bring your own tents and bedding if possible.  Some tents and sleeping bags are available on a limited basis, and will be provided based on need and the date registration was received.  Staff will be on hand to help those needing assistance setting up their campsite.

LODGING

If you would prefer, here are a few hotels in the vicinity of the park: 

Columbia Courtyard (This one would be the closest) 

3301 Lemone Industrial Boulevard

Columbia, MO 65201

(573) 443-8000
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Wingate by Wyndham

3100 Wingate Ct

Columbia, MO 65201

(573) 817-0500
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Best Western Columbia Inn

100 Interstate 70 Dr SE

Columbia, MO 65201

(573) 474-6161

Financial Assistance is Available!

Financial assistance for registration will be available for Missouri residents who are in need.  To apply, submit a one-page request letter along with a completed registration form and liability release waiver for each person in your party on or before April 15, 2011.  In your letter include the following:  why you want to attend, the ages of your family members and a contact phone number. Send the entire package with the letter to the registration address listed on page 2.
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Course Descriptions

Friday Evening

6:30 p.m.

Leave No Trace Awareness

Enrollment Limit: 16
     (Moderate)

The purpose of this course is to promote, inspire, and teach Leave No Trace outdoor skills and ethics to any individual who is committed to promoting responsible outdoor ethics.  This course will cover aspects of LNT and practical application for you.

Instructor: Wonders of Wildlife

Learn to Lake Fish (ages 13+)

Enrollment Limit:  9         
(Low)

Learn different methods and approaches for catching Missouri

lake fish. You will see and use various tackle, bait, and lures.

Find out what you need to know to catch fish regardless of

your skill level. Learn the proper techniques for tying knots,

casting, and lure retrieval. Participants should bring a lawn

chair, old towel, and something to drink. Wear appropriate

attire for getting your feet wet.
Instructor: Clayton Ridenour and Adam McDaniel (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)
Wildlife Calling


    
  Enrollment Limit: 25
              (Low)

During this class you will learn artificial calls for turkeys, owls, ducks, geese, coyotes, and many other game animals. Your instructor will help you practice and master your game calling voice. He will use his natural ability and some artificial calls for

turkeys, owls, ducks, geese, coyotes and many other game

animals. Show off your skills in a wildlife calling contest after class.
Instructor:  Bass Pro – Hunting department

Camping


    
   Enrollment Limit: 25
            (Low)

This class will provide a hands-on demonstration of the

basics of camping. You will learn how to select proper

gear, the often overlooked importance of site selection for

“pitching camp,” camp site layout, food storage, and

hygiene. Learn how to make your next camping trip safe,

comfortable, and enjoyable with tips from a very

experienced camper. Dress comfortably and bring

questions!
Instructor:  Bass Pro - Tracker
Backbone Bonanza- Great Family class
 


   Enrollment Limit: 25
          (Low)
Does a snake have a backbone?  All animals with backbones are called vertebrates.  We will go on a vertebrate safari and do some bone collecting!  We might touch 'em, smell 'em, and even taste 'em!
Instructor:  Andrea Putnam (Missouri State Parks)
Songbird Station’s Bird House Basics 101- 

 


   Enrollment Limit: 16
          (Low)
With nesting season around the corner join the crew at Songbird Station for a free workshop on how to build a birdhouse as well as information on everything nesting. The workshop includes a free kit to put together a wren birdhouse and staff from Songbird Station will be there to help assemble the houses and also answer any nesting or birdhouse questions

Instructor:  Holly Seaver (Songbird Station)
7:30 pm

Stargazing

    
 

Enrollment Limit: 30 
  
 (Low)

Get away from the city lights and come explore the universe on a guided tour of the night sky.  Learn the stars names, see the constellations, and hear folklore and mythological stories of the night sky.  

Instructor:  TBD
Saturday

Session 1

8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M.
Nature Photography 

Enrollment Limit: 16                    (Low)

This course is designed for the beginning photographer.

Learn to see a photo opportunity and make the shot work. A

hands-on field session will discuss techniques for taking

landscape, wildflowers, wildlife and macro-photography. The

instructor will explain why picture composition, lighting and

weather can play a big part in picture quality. Both digital

point and shoot and single lens reflex (SLR) cameras will be

used. You will need to bring either a digital camera, preferably with close-up capabilities.

Instructor: Rick Hansen (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)
Fly Tying 

Enrollment Limit: 10
             (Low)

This course is an introduction to the art and science of fly tying. Learn about the basic tools and materials used for tying flies. Participants will receive hands-on instruction and should bring a fly box along to put their creations in. You will be able to look at some of the insects and other creatures that fly tiers try to imitate.

Instructor: Columbia Parks and Rec
Birding


Enrollment Limit: 25    
     (Moderate)

Learn about the more than 400 species of birds that live or

pass through Missouri each year. Learn about the tools

needed for active birding, and how to observe birds in a

manner that helps identify the species. The group will spend

the majority of the course viewing and identifying birds in

the field. The best way to become a knowledgeable and

experienced birder is to go out and “do it.” Please bring

binoculars and field guides if you have them. A limited

supply will be available.

Instructor: TBD

Intro to Turkey Hunting

Enrollment Limit: 20

(Low)

Gobble, gobble! Learn how to hunt the elusive Eastern

Wild Turkey. Learn the basics of turkey hunting. Decoys,

calling, and hunting techniques will be covered. You will also have the opportunity to discuss topics including what to wear, hunter safety, bird identification, and turkey habitat.
Instructor: Bass Pro - Hunting department

Geology Hike

                    
Enrollment Limit: 15 
    (Moderate)

Come join us for some exercise and experience the unique history and geology of the sinkholes, caves and springs of Rockbridge State Park. The walk will include discussion of the town of Rockbridge, which was a major economic center until the late 1880's.

Instructor: John Willenberg (Wonders of Wildlife)
Session 2

10:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.M.
Aquatic Ecology

             
        Enrollment Limit:20
       (Moderate)

Prepare to get wet and muddy as we search local ponds

and streams for fish, aquatic invertebrates, and other

critters. Participants will learn the tools and techniques

biologists use to sample aquatic habitats, while also getting

a crash course in fish and invertebrate identification. Along

the way we will discuss relevant ecological issues

including: habitat alteration, exotic species, water quality

and more. Students should bring sturdy footwear suitable

for water use, or waders if temperatures are cool. If you

have an interest in your local lakes and streams and the

life that inhabits them, this is the course for you.
Instructor: Patty Herman and Colby Wrasse (U.S. Fish and             


                Wildlife Service)

Intro to 3D Archery
Enrollment Limit: 16
(Moderate)

Archery is a time-honored sport that becomes more popular each year. It is fun, challenging, good exercise, and a great family activity. This course will cover archery safety, ethics, shooting technique, and equipment selection. Participants will receive individualized instruction and ample time to practice what they learn

Instructor: Bass Pro - Hunting department
Beginning Canoeing


Enrollment Limit: 20
  (Moderate)

Canoeing, either on a lake or stream, can be an enjoyable activity for one person or the entire family.  It is a way to relax and enjoy the many forms of wildlife that live within and frequent the stream ecosystem.  Learn the basics you need to know to enjoy this activity.  Wear clothing suitable for the weather and getting wet. 

Instructor: Columbia Parks and Rec

Go Fishing 



Enrollment Limit: 20                 (Low)

Learn different methods and approaches for catching Missouri

game fish. You will see and use various tackle, bait, and lures.

Find out what you need to know to catch fish regardless of

your skill level. Learn the proper techniques for tying knots,

casting, and lure retrieval. Participants should bring a lawn

chair, old towel, and something to drink. Wear appropriate

attire for getting your feet wet.

Instructor: Bass Pro - Fishing department

Dutch Oven Cooking

                                            Enrollment Limit: 20                  (Low)

Learn the basic skills to use this traditional means of cooking at home or in a camp setting. You will prepare dishes using the same methods as the pioneers crossing the frontier. Come with a hearty appetite to sample tasty morsels you will prepare. Learn the proper way to season, store and use this age-old way of cooking while using modern methods and means of cooking. Take home recipes and ideas for your next cookout. 

Instructor:  Mark Corio (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Volunteer)

Saturday Double Session

8:00am  – noon

Morel Hunting
Enrollment Limit: 15           (Moderate)

Course participants will be searching along the banks of the

Missouri River in hopes of locating the famed morel mushroom.

The following is a list of items you may want to bring: sturdy

shoes, mesh bag, bottled water, insect repellant and walking stick.

Instructor:  Dr. Tracy Hill (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)  

Discover Day Hiking

Enrollment Limit: 15
(Moderate)

Discover how to equip yourself for safe and comfortable day hiking.  Then, go hiking with the park naturalist in the Gans Creek Wild Area of Rock Bridge Memorial State Park where you will discover great scenery and other wonders of nature.  See these habitats and learn what makes each special: woodland, bottomland forest, glade, stream and cave.
Instructor: Roxie Campbell (Missouri State Parks)

Orienteering: Lost in the Woods

Enrollment Limit: 20
(Moderate)

Participants will learn orienteering and map and compass skills, including how to read features on a topographical map, then hike in small groups several miles on and off-trail through woods and across creeks to practice land navigation skills.  Sessions are designed for beginning and intermediate levels.  Participants should bring a daypack with water and snacks, and wear sturdy hiking shoes.  Long sleeves and pants are recommended.
Instructor: Kathryn Wilson (Missouri State Parks Volunteer)

Session 3

2:30 P.M. – 4:30 P.M.
Fly Fishing

        

 Enrollment Limit: 15         (Moderate)
This course is designed for the beginning fly fisher.  Learn the basics of different fish habitats, fly selection, knot tying and equipment selection.   You will receive individualized fly-casting instruction and learn different methods and skills needed to catch fish.  Participants will benefit from using their own equipment; however, a limited number of rod outfits will be available for those without. Waders are not needed.

Instructor: Bass Pro Shop – Fishing department
Field to Freezer
Enrollment Limit: 16
            (Low)

Come prepared to learn how to process big game to

remove it from the field in a medium sized backpack and

then process it for storage in a freezer. This is an “observe

and do” class. It will begin with a demonstration of all

materials necessary, followed by a demonstration of what

is probably the simplest technique to clean and process big

game in the field. This technique is applicable for deer, elk,

bear, wild hog, and antelope. Under the guidance of the

instructor, participants will have the opportunity to de-bone

and make backpack ready meat from a goat.

Instructor: Wyatt Doyle (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)  
Kayaking

Enrollment Limit: 11
      (High)

This course is designed for beginner paddlers. Learn the basics of entering and exiting a kayak, basic strokes, safety practices and equipment selection. Individual instruction will be provided. Be prepared to get wet and have lots of fun on the water.

Instructor:  Dave Lako (Missouri State Parks)

Tree Identification

Enrollment Limit: 20
      (Low)

Have you ever wondered what that tree was in your backyard or in the forest around your neighborhood? Come and discover the trees of Rock Bridge State Park while hiking along trails. This course will cover basic tree identification, ecology, lore, and uses of native trees.

Instructor:  Heather Calkins (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)  

Wildflower Walk
 Enrollment Limit: 15
(Moderate)

While hiking in the Gans Creek Wild Area of Rock Bridge Memorial State Park, admire about 25 different species of spring wildflowers.  Learn about identification tips, edible and medicinal uses and folklore. 

Instructor:  Randal Clark (Missouri State Parks Volunteer)

Connor’s Cave Tour

        Enrollment Limit: 30
(Moderate)

See the Rock Bridge, a spring and a sinkhole on a half-mile walk on the Devil's Icebox Trail.  At Devil's Icebox, enter and explore Connor's Cave with a guide.  Learn about cave animals and about how caves form.

Instructor: Shelly Reimer (Missouri State Parks Volunteer)

Geocaching

Enrollment Limit: 12
(Moderate)

Geocaching is an outdoor sporting activity in which the participants use a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver to hide and seek containers called geocaches.  Participants will learn how to use a GPS unit to find geocaches. Participants should bring a daypack with water and snacks, and wear sturdy hiking shoes.  Long sleeves and pants are recommended.

Instructor: Jim Gast (Missouri State Parks)
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
ALL DAY Saturday 7:30 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Kids’ CamP
Enrollment Limit: Open
(Low)
Designed for children 4-8 years of age, this all day session, offers lots of exciting outdoor educational activities that will help inspire a child's natural curiosity about nature and the great outdoors.  The program is sure to be fun-filled and will include fishing, nature walks, nature crafts, and exciting games. 
Instructors:  Wonders of Wildlife Staff
young adventurers

Enrollment Limit: Open
(Low)
Designed for kids 9-12 years of age, this all day session, will teach valuable outdoor skills at their level. Kids will learn basic skills in archery, fishing, hiking, birding and more! 

Instructors: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service staff and Missouri Master Naturalist – Missouri Boone’s Lick Chapter.
Please Note:  Participants of Children’s Programs should wear hiking boots or sturdy shoes and dress for the weather. Snacks, drinks and lunch will be provided. Parental attendance is not necessary for children to attend assigned courses, but parents/guardians must be on location participating in other classes.

SPECIAL THANKS 

TO OUR LOCAL 

PARTNERS & SPONSORS
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University of Missouri - Columbia

Department of Parks,

Recreation and Tourism
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Missouri Master Naturalists – 

Boone’s Lick Chapter

Statewide W.O.W. Sponsors

[image: image13.png]=
=2
)
W
£
=





[image: image14.png]US Army Corps
of Engineers o







[image: image4.png]






Bass Pro Shops - Columbia





Stoney Creek Inn �2601 S Providence Rd�Columbia MO 65203�(573)-442-6400
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Country Inn and Suites 


817 N Keene Street


Columbia, MO 65201


(573) 445-8585
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Exploring, Discovering, Learning





Creating the opportunity to get outdoors.











April 29th and 30th, 2011


Philips Lake Park / Rock Bridge State Park


Columbia Missouri
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